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LETTER FROM NEW CO-CHAIR
OF THE PRO BONO COMMITTEE:
LIBBY MCGARRY

Dear friends and
colleagues,

I am delighted
to have joined Bill
Russell as Co-Chair
of the Firm’s Pro
Bono Committee,
and to help foster
Simpson Thacher’s

Libby McGarry

longstanding com-
mitment to public
service, including providing pro bono legal
services.

I have replaced Todd Crider, who has
relocated to Sdo Paulo, Brazil, to open our
office there. Todd served as Co-Chair of
the Committee for three years, during
which we expanded our work in terms of
both geography and content. I am happy
to report that each of our offices world-
wide is now active in the pro bono pro-
gram. In addition, during Todd’s tenure
the Corporate Department increased its
participation, becoming involved in excit-
ing new projects such as working with
Seedco to help micro-entrepreneurs of

A Quarterly Review
of Pro Bono Activities

limited means establish new businesses,
and working with Morgan Stanley to
bring financing to small-scale entrepre-
neurs in low and middle-income commu-
nities. Thank you, Todd.

Our program is thriving. In the first
half of 2009, we increased the total number
of pro bono hours almost 15% over the
same period last year. Over the summer,
69 out of 87 summer associates (79%)
worked on pro bono matters, and four of
them participated in the public interest
summer associate fellowship program that
we’ve had for the last five years, which
allows summer associates to work on self-
designed public interest projects during
the second half of the summer, while
maintaining the Firm’s full financial sup-
port. The program and the varied and
exciting projects are described below.

Also this year, Simpson Thacher
launched its Fellowship program. Forty
associates from across the departments of
the Firm have begun doing a year of public
service work, supported by a stipend. And
since our last issue of the Quarterly Pro
Bono Newsletter was published in May, the
work of the Firm and its lawyers have
been recognized by a number of awards,
discussed below.
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STB continued its pro bono partnership with the Lawyers
Alliance for New York (LANY) through a new medium
this summer. In this time of economic crisis for non-profits
across the city, LANY, which provides legal counsel to
New York City non-profits, has focused its efforts on
helping non-profits deal with the simultaneous increase in
demand for their services and decrease in available funds.
Part of this mission has involved publishing monthly
“Legal Alerts,” educating clients on a variety of issues
including, reductions in workforce, bankruptcy, and
refinancing,.

Guided by the expertise of STB’s Exempt Organizations
practice, STB lawyers published two legal alerts, available
on the LANY website at http:/ /www.lawyersalliance.org/
news legal alerts.php.

New York associates Mark Chorazak and Julia Kohen
wrote the May Legal Alert on “Mergers and Strategic

Alliances,” which identifies and discusses issues that a
board of a nonprofit organization might ask as it considers
whether to pursue a merger or strategic alliance with
another nonprofit organization. New York associates Ekwi
Nwabuzor and Sara Schuman wrote the June Legal Alert
on “Asset Transfers,” which discusses ways in which a
nonprofit could raise much needed capital by selling or
leasing a majority of its assets. Exempt Organizations
partner Victoria Bjorklund, counsel Jennifer Reynoso,
and associate Karen Alinauskas provided valuable
guidance and supervision.

The Los Angeles office was chosen by Public Counsel,
the largest pro bono public interest law firm in the world, to
establish a new legal clinic aimed at providing basic
corporate legal assistance to small businesses and
entrepreneurs that cannot afford to pay market rates for
legal services. The legal services provided range from

selecting a form of entity and advising on a multitude of
contractual issues to addressing intellectual property
concerns and helping to answer general business questions.
Associates Sara Terheggen and Steven Erisch coordinated
the clinic, which was staffed by associates from the Office’s
Corporate and Litigation departments. The clinic was an
immense success, serving 18 of Public Counsel’s small
business clients. The firm has been invited to conduct the
clinic on an ongoing basis. The project was overseen by
partners Daniel Clivnerand Chet Kronenberg, and staffed
by associates Jennifer Levitt, Jeffrey Joseph, David King,

Vijay Sekhon, Sara Terheggen, Steven Erisch and Sarah
Luppen. Other individuals who provided valuable
assistance include: Katharine Moir (Tax), Tristan Brown

(Executive Compensation & Employee Benefits), Kathy
Rose (Conflicts Management), Benjamin Applestein (Tax,
STB Alumni), Amie Broder (Tax), Ivan Rothman
(Intellectual Property), Keren Siman-Tov (Intellectual
Property), Victoria Stewart (Executive Compensation &
Employee Benefits), Courtney Townsend (Summer

Associate) and Francesca Anselmo (Paralegal).





